SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BOY

affects with which Mr A reacted at times when for instance, I lit a
cigarette at a moment which he considered inappropriate. He be-
came furious and blamed me for lacking interest in him and thought
that I was only concerned with smoking \vhile I ignored the distur-
bance which it created for him, and so on. Then again, he suggested
that I should give up smoking altogether. At other times he waited
with impatience until I lit a cigarette; he almost asked me to do so,
and could scarcely wait for the noise of the matches, but insisted that
I should not strike the match when he was unprepared for it. It be-
came clear that this state of tension was a repetition of the situation
when, as a small boy, he listened at night for the noises which came
from his parent's bed. He could scarcely contain himself until at
last he heard the first signs of intercourse (the striking of the match)
in order to be sure that the whole event would soon be over. But
sometimes he had a real desire that I should smoke. This could be
traced back to his fear as a small boy that both his parents were dead
and to his longing for the noises of his parents in intercourse which
would tell him that they were alive. In a later stage of analysis when
he had less fear about the consequences of intercourse, the wish that I
should smoke was determined in the following way: the trends of a
later phase of development led to the wish for his parents to have
intercourse because it was now equated with reconciliation and with
an action that satisfied and healed them both. He also wished to be
relieved of his feeling of guilt at having subjected his parents to
deprivation.

So far as his own smoking was concerned, Mr A gave it up from
time to time in the hope that this would remove his hypochondriacal
complaints. He never persisted in this endeavour for very long be-
cause unconsciously smoking was also a remedy for these complaints.
As the cigarette stood for his father's 'bad3 penis, he imagined annihi-
lating the 'bad' objects inside his body by smoking;1 but as the
cigarette also represented his father's 'good' penis, he smoked to re-
store his body and his objects inside him.

Mr A's obsessional symptoms were closely related to his numerous
fears. By way of displacement they originated as 'charm and counter-
charm' ;2 they served the purpose of confirming or refuting questions

1 This phantasy may also provide an impetus towards alcoholism. Alcohol
representing the bad penis or bad urine, serves to destroy the bad internalized
penis. Melitta Schmideberg in her paper: "The Role of Psychotic Mechanisms
in Cultural Development' (1930) has pointed out that the drugs represent the
'good* penis which offers protection against the 'bad* introjected objects.
Owing to the ambivalence [of the addict] the incorporated drug very soon
receives the meaning of a 'bad' penis, and this fact lends a further impetus to
addiction.

2 Freud, Totem and Taboo, S.E. 13.
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